
 

 

Riseley Neighbourhood Plan Group 
 

Meeting held on 12th August 2020 at 7.30pm by Zoom       

Present: Mark Chamberlain, Alan Capper, Robert Frear, Andrew Gell, Claire Caparco, Martyn Wady, Alison 

Chamberlain 

  Action 

Apologies Caroline, Bradbury, Andrew Clifton, 
Non Attendance: April and Andrew Prigmore 

 

Minutes 
  8/7 /20 

The minutes were circulated prior to the meeting and agreed in the meeting as 
correct 

 
 

Matters 
arising 

All on the agenda  

Work with 
AECOM 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Riseley NP 
call for sites 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Preparing 
the 
evidence 
base 
 

 
 
 
 

AECOM are working through the site assessments using the same criteria as the 
NP group. Mark has responded to their queries and sent a map of green spaces 
based on the Bedford Borough’s policies map with additions to show green 
areas including the one opposite the shop, the green splays at College Drive, 
Maple Gardens and Paulson’s Close, the green area opposite the old Five Bells, 
the pump at the top of Gold Street. 
The group discussed the rating system for sites and agreed to keep the RAG 
system.  AECOM have agreed to continue using the RAG system.  
It was observed that the site assessments in the NP for Bletsoe use RAG with 
accompanying explanations. 
It is possible that there will be visit to Riseley by AECOM. 
 
Mark thanked members for their work in distributing the call for sites leaflets to 
all properties in the parish. By the closing date of 7th August there were 6 
submissions. Four are for sites that were on the original (Bedford Borough 
Council) list. Some of these are similar to earlier versions and others have some 
changes. The additional submissions are for 2 dwellings on a small site and for 
business units for use by those working from home or small commercial 
enterprises. Removal of the OLS site (planning permission given) and addition of 
site LBTC and LOTL means there are now 19 sites for consideration. 
One land agent suggested that the NP Group could be involved in the design of 
the site and buildings on the proposed development and land for amenity use. 
Discussions followed about the uses of such land and the need for money to 
establish a village amenity. Maybe a developer would contribute some finances. 
However, it was recognised that the group should remain impartial to 
‘sweeteners’. 
 
The chair of the Site Suitability Assessment Team has asked that the group 
arrange to meet quickly to complete assessments of the 2 new sites and to 
reconsider the other 4 in the light of any changes in the recent paperwork. 
Mark will circulate members to arrange this meeting by Zoom. 
 
Village Design;  drafted 
Community Infrastructure;  drafted 
Demographics; this work has been started but the 2001 Census data is for the 
ward and the 2011 census data is for the parish which makes comparative 
commentary difficult. Mark has further information from the 2001 census for 
the parish to help with this. 
Historic environment; This is completed.  
Natural environment; started 
Land usage;  overlaps with natural environment. Work to avoid duplications. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Mark, 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Mark 



 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Google 
Drive 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Project plan 
 

Bedford 
Borough 
Council 
Local Plan 
review 
consultation 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Use of the 
Village Hall 

 
 

Future 
meetings 

Local businesses; Work has begun using the 2014 village directory and the 
Facebook businesses page for Riseley.  
A suggestion that a request be posted on Riseley Facebook asking for local 
businesses to give us some information to try to obtain a comprehensive list for 
the village. Martyn to draft and send a template to Mark and once finalised 
Martyn to post. 
Transport infrastructure;  Mark to contact Andrew to ask him to do this. 
Andrew G has begun to write about transport. This is mainly about buses. 
Photographs; Many will be needed to supplement the text. Robert will ask Mick 
Watson for his help both in taking new photographs or using ones from his 
albums. 
 
Group to remember that these are the first draft that will be sent to Sally 
Chapman for editing and development. It is planned to send these to her by the 
end of August 2020 
 
Folders have been set up to store all the work. Sally will have access to this for 
her work. 
Mark has found that to be able to access this, individuals will need to have a 
Google account. 
Please date and number each version uploaded to Google. These can be in a 
variety of formats but Arial font size 12 is preferred for text.  
Mark will resend to the group the access details. 
 
Ongoing work 
 
BBC have been asked to undertake this work because the recently completed 
and published plan for 2030 did not take into account the development of the 
Oxford-Cambridge Arc. The Government expects there to have been 
construction of one million dwellings by 2050. There are 5 models for building 
developments in this consultation. The grey dispersed model could impact 
significantly on Riseley and all villages across the Borough with the housing 
construction shared proportionately. Claire highlighted the impact this could 
have on Riseley’s road infrastructure. 
Bedford BC has a very low number of adopted Neighbourhood plans (2) with a 
larger number (29) in progress. Within the consultation there is indication that 
the 2 adopted plans will be adhered to but in a significant change BBC reserves 
the right to allocate specific sites in communities for development in all others. 
There is a further call for sites by BBC closing on 14th August. New sites will be 
added to those listed in the 2030 plan. 
A link to the consultation will be circulated. It closes on 7th September. 
 
Mark has met with Duncan and Andrew Clifton by Zoom to consider whether 
the Parish Council should respond. Mark is to prepare a paper for Duncan and 
Andrew who may then circulate to the councillors as the consultation ends 
before their next meeting. 
 
A questionnaire from the Village Hall management committee about returning 
to use of the hall for meetings had been circulated. Mark agreed to draft a 
response and circulate it to the Group for approval. 
 
It was agreed that this group will continue to meet in the immediate future via 
Zoom. The group’s appreciation to the Parish Council for letting us use their 
Zoom Licence was expressed. The removal of the time limit helps discussions. It 
was agreed that the weekday of the monthly meetings will be changed to 
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Claire 
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Tuesdays, all beginning at 7.30pm. It will be possible for Sally to be invited to 
future meetings too. 

 
 
All 

AOB 
 
Next 
meeting 

None 
 
The next meeting will be on Tuesday 8th September @ 7.30pm via Zoom 
 
Group meeting dates for the remainder of 2020 
All at 7.30pm by Zoom 
Tuesday 6th October  
Tuesday 10th November 
Tuesday 9th December 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Signed:  

Print name: M.Chamberlain 

Date: 8th September 2020 


